Annual Fundraising
Appeal Letter

What kind of letter am |
going to write today...
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The reader is a The reader is an
stranger.
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A few questions your letter should answer...

. What did you do with my prior gift?
2. Are you grateful?

3. What do you want now?

4.Do you have proof?

areyou?

6. What's the rush?

Personalization helps!

1. The person's name
2. The pronouns “you” and *I"

3. An audience attribute: *As a parent, you know..”
4. Geography: *As a resident of..”

5. Hand-written touches
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Smg\e Most ImportantI

“Focus on the SMIT (single most important thing)
you want to tell someone, right now. Ideally
focused on a story about an individual”
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< Your Letter Checklist

Is the letter a cc ora ?

Is the opening sentence short?

Is it per ("you" and “I')?

Have | said m here? ("I'm writing to you today because...”)
Does it make a ?

Is there d

Are there at le:

Does it (tell a story, offer ne

Is the donor the hero?

Reply Device:

“The reply device: the purp
practical way for the donor to post the gift

- Jerry Huntsinger

YOUR INFO WAYS TO PAY

Donor-centric reminder on a reply device:

“Our Companions Domestic Animal Sanctuary is solely
supported by public contributions. Your involvement is
critical to our work of drastically improving the standard
of care for homeless pets. Thank you for being a part of
this important mission.”

Tom Ahern
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